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Abstract: The historical evolution of Islamic education in Indonesia from 1900 to 2000 
illustrates a dynamic interplay between tradition and modernity, profoundly influenced by 
socio-political transformations. Throughout the 20th century, Islamic educational 
institutions, particularly madrasahs and pesantren, adapted to contemporary educational 
demands while steadfastly maintaining their religious foundations. This process reflects 
not merely a reaction to external pressures but a deliberate endeavour by local scholars 
and educators to synthesize classical Islamic teachings with modern pedagogical 
advancements. The integration of secular subjects, the standardization of curricula, and 
the adoption of innovative teaching methodologies exemplify a dialectical transformation. 
This transformation is a delicate balance, wherein traditional Islamic education engaged 
with modern reforms without completely relinquishing its heritage. This evolution 
challenges the conventional narrative of educational modernization as a linear 
progression toward Western paradigms, instead highlighting the agency of Indonesian 
Islamic institutions in crafting their educational trajectories. This nuanced perspective 
underscores the complexities inherent in the development of Islamic education in 
Indonesia, revealing how these institutions responded to changing societal demands and 
actively shaped their identities and practices in a constantly evolving socio-political 
landscape. 
 
Key words: Islamic Education, Tradition and Modernity, Pedagogical Transformation, 
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Introduction 
The history of Islamic 

education in Indonesia from 1900 
to 2000 is a testament to its 
resilience, marked by significant 
transformations intricately shaped 
by socio-political changes and the 
interplay between traditional and 
modern educational paradigms. In 
the early 20th century, the 
emergence of the kaum muda 
group facilitated the establishment 
of modern Islamic educational 

institutions known as madrasahs, 
which aimed to integrate both 
religious and general education.1 
During the colonial period, the 
influence of the European 
education system played a pivotal 
role in the development of modern 
Islamic boarding schools and 
Muhammadiyah institutions, 

																																																													
1 Eka Srimulyani, “Islamic Schooling in Aceh: 
Change, Reform, and Local Context,” STUDIA 
ISLAMIKA 20, no. 3 (April 14, 2014): 467–487. 
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resulting in a distinctive blend of 
European and Islamic educational 
practices.2 Following Indonesia's 
independence, the government 
formally established madrasahs to 
provide religious education 
alongside secular schools focused 
on general education. This dual 
system persisted throughout the 
century, reflecting the complex 
educational landscape of the 
nation.3 The curricula of Islamic 
schools underwent substantial 
evolution in response to shifting 
political and social contexts, 
incorporating both classical Islamic 
texts and modern subjects.4 In 
specific regions, such as West 
Sumatra, traditional Islamic 
boarding schools (pesantren) 
preserved their classical curricula 
while integrating modern 
educational methodologies.5 The 
late 20th century continued this 
transformation pattern in Islamic 
education as institutions 
increasingly adapted to 
contemporary educational 
																																																													
2 Imron Wakhid Harits et al., “Indonesia 
Education Today: Dating Back Its History of 
Islam and Imparting European Education 
System,” Asian Social Science 12, no. 5 (April 
19, 2016): 179. 
3 Srimulyani, “Islamic Schooling in Aceh.” 
4 Muhammad Zuhdi, “Modernization of 
Indonesian Islamic Schools’ Curricula, 1945–
2003,” International Journal of Inclusive 
Education 10, no. 4–5 (July 2006): 415–427; 
Zulmuqim Zulmuqim et al., “The Characteristics 
of Pesantren in the Development of Islamic 
Education in West Sumatra,” Ulumuna 24, no. 1 
(June 18, 2020): 132–154. 
5 Zulmuqim et al., “The Characteristics of 
Pesantren in the Development of Islamic 
Education in West Sumatra” op.cit. 

requirements and embraced the 
digital era. This evolution fostered 
more informal and immediate 
interactions between scholars and 
the surrounding communities.6 
Additionally, this period witnessed 
the rise of ideological rivalries 
among various Islamic groups, 
which subsequently influenced the 
educational landscape and 
contributed to the development of a 
rich tapestry of diverse religious 
understandings among students.7 
Ultimately, the history of Islamic 
education in Indonesia during this 
century exemplifies a dynamic 
interplay between tradition and 
modernity, significantly shaping 
the educational and cultural 
identity of the nation. 

 
Islamic education in 

Indonesia has experienced 
significant transformations, 
evolving from traditional 
approaches to modern educational 
practices, particularly concerning 
teacher education and curriculum 
development. Implementing the 
Professional Teacher Education 
Program (PPG) has notably 
enhanced teacher professionalism 
by prioritizing outcomes-based 
teaching and evaluation while 
																																																													
6 A. Suradi, “The Social, Political, and Cultural 
Perspective of Islamic Education in Palembang 
Malay: A Continuous Evaluation from the Dutch 
Colonial Period to Today,” Journal of Ethnic and 
Cultural Studies 9, no. 3 (July 1, 2022): 56–71. 
7 Junaidi Junaidi et al., “Religious Ideology 
Dissemination And Contestation In Indonesian 
Islamic Educational Institutions,” Ulumuna 28, 
no. 2 (December 31, 2024): 825–856. 
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nurturing essential competencies 
required for prospective educators.8 
Moreover, the ideological 
influences exerted by various 
religious groups have played a 
pivotal role in shaping the 
curriculum and educational 
methodologies. In many cases, 
these influences have established a 
more pronounced control by 
religious entities than 
governmental bodies.9 This 
ideological rivalry has transformed 
educational institutions into arenas 
of contention, thereby affecting the 
dissemination of religious 
ideologies through classroom 
activities, rituals, and school 
policies.10 Additionally, adapting 
Islamic educational institutions, 
such as pesantren and madrasahs, 
to meet contemporary educational 
requirements has been essential for 
preserving their relevance and 
cultural significance.11 Despite 

																																																													
8 Mardhiah Mardhiah, Awaliah Musgamy, and 
Mukhlis Lubis, “Teacher Professional 
Development through the Teacher Education 
Program (PPG) at Islamic Education 
Institutions,” International Journal of Learning, 
Teaching and Educational Research 22, no. 11 
(November 30, 2023): 80–95. 
9 Saparudin and Arhanuddin Salim, “The Rise of 
Islamic Movements and Dilemmas for 
Contemporary Islamic Education: A Study in 
Lombok, Indonesia,” Issues in Educational 
Research 33, no. 2 (June 26, 2023): 733–751. 
10 Junaidi et al., “Religious Ideology 
Dissemination And Contestation In Indonesian 
Islamic Educational Institutions.” 
11 Solihah Titin Sumanti, Nunzairina Nunzairina, 
and Salminawati Salminawati, “The Evolution of 
Islamic Educational Institutions in North 
Sumatra Indonesia,” Nazhruna: Jurnal 

these advancements, it is essential 
to note that the curriculum within 
Islamic higher education frequently 
remains rooted in classical Islamic 
traditions. This adherence may 
hinder the development of 
transformative solutions to 
contemporary challenges.12 
Reference While considerable 
progress has been made in the 
evolution of Islamic education in 
Indonesia, a notable deficiency of 
comprehensive studies addressing 
the integration of teaching 
methodologies, ideological 
dynamics, and educational 
philosophy within the Islamic 
education system. Specifically, 
there is a scarcity of research 
investigating how these elements 
have been applied and evolved in 
Indonesia's Islamic education from 
1900 to 2000. This gap underscores 
the pressing need for further 
exploration into how teaching 
methodologies, ideological 
influences, and philosophical 
foundations have shaped—and can 
continue to shape—the landscape 
of Islamic education in Indonesia. 

 

																																																																																				
Pendidikan Islam 7, no. 1 (February 7, 2024): 1–
19. 
12 Siti Ruhaini Dzuhayatin, “Mainstreaming 
Human Rights in the Curriculum of the Faculty 
of Islamic Law,” Muslim World Journal of 
Human Rights 2, no. 1 (September 2, 2005), 
accessed February 16, 2025, 
https://www.degruyter.com/document/doi/10.220
2/1554-
4419.1034/html?srsltid=AfmBOooS8Bmt_rsQ1p
MC4IzT_Pu9hQnHzySYa6TKExg0UQ8aY8KD
W5Xh. 
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The historical development of 
Islamic education in Indonesia 
from 1900 to 2000 illustrates a 
persistent negotiation between 
traditional and modern educational 
paradigms profoundly influenced 
by socio-political transformations. 
Employing a historical approach to 
educational change, this study 
posits that shifts within Islamic 
education were not merely 
reactions to external influences but 
active reconstructions of religious 
and pedagogical traditions. This 
perspective implies that the 
adaptation of madrasahs and 
pesantren to contemporary 
educational models constituted a 
dialectical process wherein 
tradition was not merely discarded 
but was selectively integrated with 
modern methodologies. The 
implication of this assumption is 
significant, suggesting that Islamic 
education in Indonesia has evolved 
through a process of 
reinterpretation rather than a 
straightforward linear 
modernization. This challenges the 
conventional narrative that posits 
Western educational superiority. 
By applying this historical 
framework, this research 
contributes to a nuanced 
understanding of how ideological 
and pedagogical transformations 
within Islamic education are 
shaped by broader socio-political 
forces. It offers insights into the 
complex interplay between 
tradition, modernity, and 
educational reform, thus enriching 

the discourse on educational 
evolution in an Indonesian context. 
The findings of this research are 
significant as they challenge the 
conventional narrative of Western 
educational superiority and provide 
a new perspective on the evolution 
of Islamic education in Indonesia. 

 
The history of Islamic 

education in Indonesia from 1900 
to 2000 exemplifies a dynamic 
interplay between tradition and 
modernity, significantly shaped by 
socio-political transformations and 
ideological contests. Despite 
extensive changes in curriculum, 
teacher education, and 
institutional frameworks, a notable 
research gap persists regarding the 
integration of teaching 
methodologies, ideological 
influences, and educational 
philosophy within this historical 
context. This study aims to analyze 
the historical development of 
Islamic education in Indonesia 
throughout the 20th century, 
emphasizing the interactions 
between traditional and modern 
pedagogical approaches, the effects 
of ideological dynamics, and the 
role of educational philosophy in 
shaping Islamic learning 
institutions. Specifically, the 
research will explore how 
pesantren (Islamic boarding 
schools) and madrasahs (Islamic 
schools) adapted to contemporary 
educational demands, assess how 
ideological influences permeated 
curricula, and evaluate the 
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evolution of pedagogical methods in 
Islamic higher education. The 
findings of this study are 
anticipated to provide a deeper 
historical understanding of Islamic 
education in Indonesia and offer 
valuable insights into the 
challenges and opportunities for 
forthcoming educational reforms. 
By addressing these critical areas, 
this research endeavors to bridge 
the existing gap in scholarship and 
contribute to the ongoing discourse 
surrounding educational practices 
in Indonesian Islamic education, in 
which the audience plays an 
integral role. 

 
This study will employ a 

historical research methodology, 
concentrating on data collection 
through systematic keyword 
searches in the Scopus database. 
The primary keyword for data 
retrieval will be "Islamic education 
in Indonesia 1900-2000" to gather 
pertinent information across 
various dimensions within the 
educational landscape during this 
period. The search will specifically 
target scholarly articles that 
examine teaching methodologies, 
ideological issues, and the 
educational philosophies embedded 
within Islamic education 
institutions in Indonesia. By 
analyzing this data, the research 
aims to investigate the evolution of 
pedagogical practices, the influence 
of ideological currents on 
curriculum development, and the 
philosophical foundations of 

Islamic education from the early 
20th century to the turn of the 
millennium. This approach 
addresses the existing research gap 
and comprehensively explains 
Islamic education’s historical 
development and transformation in 
Indonesia. This study aspires to 
contribute significantly to the field 
through rigorous engagement with 
the identified literature, enhancing 
the understanding of Islamic 
educational practices in the 
specified temporal context. 
 
The Tables 

Based on the data provided by 
the Scopus database, which 
aggregates scholarly articles and 
research papers, utilizing the 
keywords "teaching methods, 
ideological issues raised, and the 
philosophy of implementing Islamic 
education in Indonesia from 1900 
to 2000," a systematic analysis 
resulted in a comprehensive data 
representation in tabular form. 

 
Tabel. 1 Education Method 

Period Education 
Method  Description 

1900-
1947 Pesantren 

Pesantren, the 
cornerstone of 
Islamic 
education, 
impart a 
diverse range 
of religious 
knowledge, 
including 
teachings on 
hadith, fiqh 
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Period Education 
Method  Description 

(Islamic 
jurisprudence), 
and tasawwuf 
(Sufism), 
thereby 
enriching the 
understanding 
of students 
and fostering a 
deeper 
connection 
with their 
faith. 

1947-
2000 

Islamic 
Schools, 
Pesantren, 
and Pondok 

The 
educational 
methodologies 
utilized in 
Islamic 
schools, 
pesantren, and 
Pondok 
encompass the 
holistic 
development 
of students. 
This includes 
nurturing 
religious, 
cognitive, 
physical, 
emotional, and 
scientific 
aspects of 
students' 
personalities. 

 
The table provides a 

conceptual overview of Islamic 
education methods in Indonesia 
across two distinct historical 

periods, elucidating the evolution of 
pedagogical approaches. From 1900 
to 1947, Islamic education was 
predominantly conducted through 
pesantren, pivotal in imparting 
religious sciences, including hadith, 
fiqh, and tasawuf. This era 
emphasized traditional religious 
instruction within an immersive 
learning environment closely 
linked to Islamic scholarship. In 
contrast, from 1947 to 2000, the 
educational landscape broadened to 
encompass Islamic schools (Sekolah 
Islam) and Pondok, signaling a 
more structured approach to 
student development. This shift 
reflects a transition from a solely 
religious focus to a more holistic 
educational model incorporating 
multiple student growth 
dimensions. 

 
The data can be categorized 

into two major themes: pedagogical 
transformation and integrating a 
holistic educational framework. 
The first theme, pedagogical 
transformation, demonstrates how 
Islamic education evolved from a 
singular pesantren-based model to 
a diversified system that includes 
formal schooling. This evolution 
suggests an increasing 
institutionalization of religious 
education, aligning with broader 
educational reforms. The second 
theme, holistic education, 
highlights the later period’s 
emphasis on comprehensive 
student development, 
encompassing religious, cognitive, 
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physical, emotional, and scientific 
dimensions. The emotional 
dimension focuses on developing 
empathy, compassion, and 
emotional intelligence, while the 
scientific dimension emphasizes 
critical thinking, problem-solving, 
and scientific literacy. This 
expanded framework reflects a 
responsive adaptation of 
traditional Islamic education to 
modern pedagogical standards in 
light of changing societal and 
educational demands. 

 
The implications of this shift 

are significant for the future of 
Islamic education and its role in 
contemporary society. Integrating 
structured schooling alongside 
traditional pesantren indicates an 
effort to balance religious heritage 
with modern educational needs, 
equipping students with spiritual 
and intellectual competencies. This 
evolution also underscores an 
increasing recognition of emotional 
and scientific development as 
essential components of education. 
This recognition is a significant 
step towards enhancing the 
relevance of Islamic schooling in an 
ever-evolving world. Furthermore, 
diversifying educational 
methodologies may contribute to 
greater inclusivity, accommodating 
students with varied learning 
preferences and career aspirations. 
This historical progression 
suggests a continued imperative for 
educational institutions to adapt 

while preserving the core values 
inherent in Islamic teachings. 

 
Table 2. Ideology Issues 

Perio
d 

Ideology 
Issues Description 

1900-
1947 

Colonialis
m and the 
Role of 
Ulama 

Key figures like 
Mahfudz 
Tremas and 
Hasyim Asy'ari 
have left an 
indelible mark 
on the 
dissemination 
of hadith 
knowledge in 
Indonesia, 
while also 
actively 
opposing 
colonialism. 
Their efforts 
stand as a 
testament to 
the powerful 
intersection of 
religious 
scholarship and 
social activism 
during a pivotal 
time in 
Indonesian 
history. 

1947-
2000 

Moderation 
and 
Tolerance 

Indonesian 
Islam is unique 
in its moderate 
and tolerant 
nature, setting 
it apart from 
Islamic 
expressions in 
the Middle 
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Perio
d 

Ideology 
Issues Description 

East. 
Organizations 
like Nahdlatul 
Ulama and 
Muhammadiya
h champion 
modernity and 
democracy, 
embodying an 
approach that 
harmonizes 
faith with 
contemporary 
societal values. 

 
The provided text offers a 

conceptual framework for 
understanding the ideological shifts 
in Indonesian Islam from 1900 to 
2000, emphasizing the significant 
contributions of religious scholars 
(ulama) alongside the prevailing 
ideological currents. During the early 
period (1900–1947), influential 
ulama such as Mahfudz Tremas and 
Hasyim Asy'ari played pivotal roles 
in disseminating Islamic knowledge, 
particularly hadith, and resisting 
colonial rule. Their resilience and 
unwavering commitment to their 
faith in the face of colonial rule is a 
testament to the strength of 
Indonesian Islam. This era illustrates 
the intersection of religious authority 
and political struggle, wherein 
Islamic scholarship served as a vital 
instrument for anti-colonial 
resistance. In contrast, the period 
from 1947 to 2000 marks a 

pronounced shift towards Islamic 
moderation and tolerance, 
distinguishing Indonesian Islam 
from more rigid interpretations 
associated with Middle Eastern 
influences. Prominent organizations, 
such as Nahdlatul Ulama and 
Muhammadiyah, have been 
instrumental in promoting ideals of 
modernity and democracy, reflecting 
an adaptive response to the evolving 
socio-political landscape of Indonesia. 

 
The content of the table can be 

organized into two principal themes: 
religious activism and ideological 
transformation. The initial theme, 
religious activism, characterizes the 
first period, during which ulama 
functioned as spiritual guides and 
active participants in the anti-
colonial movement. They employed 
Islamic teachings as frameworks for 
resistance, illuminating the historical 
role of religious leaders in 
intertwining religious authority with 
nationalist aspirations. The second 
theme, ideological transformation, 
represents a significant shift from 
resistance to moderation as Islamic 
thought in Indonesia evolved towards 
a more inclusive and democratic 
framework. This transition, marked 
by a conscious effort to shape a more 
inclusive and democratic framework, 
indicates a clear direction for 
Indonesian Islam. It also signifies a 
conscious effort to delineate 
Indonesian Islam from more rigid or 
conservative interpretations 
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prevalent in other regions of the 
Muslim world. 

 
The ideological shifts discussed 

in this text have profound 
implications for Indonesia's religious 
and political dynamics. The historical 
involvement of ulama in anti-colonial 
movements underscores the potential 
for religious leaders to influence 
national identity and political 
discourse. The subsequent emphasis 
on moderation and tolerance 
suggests an ongoing negotiation 
between religious tradition and 
contemporary governance. This 
negotiation, which is a key aspect of 
Indonesia's religious and political 
dynamics, reinforces Indonesia's 
image as a model of pluralistic Islam. 
Moreover, this evolution impacts 
global Islamic thought, illustrating 
how local contexts shape religious 
interpretations and practices. The 
alignment of major Islamic 
organizations with principles of 
democracy and modernity signifies a 
long-term commitment to balancing 
faith with progressive societal values. 
As such, these developments may 
continue to influence Indonesia's role 
in global Islamic discourse, 
particularly in contrast to more 
conservative or radical movements. 

 
Table. 3 Philosophy of Islamic 
Education Implementation 
Period Philosophy Description 

Period Philosophy Description 

1900-
1947 

Integration 
of 
Knowledge 

Ulama 
(scholars) in 
Indonesia 
have 
effectively 
integrated 
various 
branches of 
Islamic 
sciences, 
including 
hadith, fiqh, 
and tasawwuf, 
into the 
educational 
framework. 
This 
comprehensive 
integration 
enriches the 
learning 
experience 
and enhances 
students' 
understanding 
of the diverse 
dimensions of 
Islamic 
teachings, 
leaving them 
with a 
profound and 
holistic 
knowledge of 
their faith.  

1947-
2000 

Character 
Development 

Islamic 
education in 
Indonesia is 
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Period Philosophy Description 

distinguished 
by its 
comprehensive 
focus on the 
holistic 
character 
development 
of students. It 
addresses 
religious, 
cognitive, 
physical, 
emotional, and 
scientific 
domains, 
aiming to 
cultivate well-
rounded 
individuals 
who can 
positively 
contribute to 
society while 
embodying the 
core values of 
Islam. 

 
The table presents a conceptual 

analysis of the philosophical 
evolution of Islamic education in 
Indonesia from 1900 to 2000, with a 
particular focus on two key 
paradigms: knowledge integration 
and character development. During 
the early period (1900–1947), Islamic 
scholars prioritized the integration of 
various Islamic sciences, including 
hadith, fiqh, and tasawwuf, within 

the educational framework. This 
approach underscores a holistic 
understanding of religious 
knowledge, wherein different 
branches of Islamic thought were 
imparted cohesively. However, from 
1947 to 2000, the emphasis shifted 
towards character development, 
expanding the educational scope 
beyond purely religious knowledge to 
encompass cognitive, physical, 
emotional, and scientific dimensions. 
This transition signifies a broader 
educational philosophy aimed at 
nurturing well-rounded individuals 
rather than merely transmitting 
religious knowledge. 

 
The data can be categorized into 

two major themes: epistemological 
integration and holistic education. 
The first theme, epistemological 
integration, characterizes the early 
period, wherein Islamic education 
was structured around unifying 
diverse branches of religious 
knowledge. This framework reflects a 
classical Islamic approach, 
emphasizing the interconnectedness 
of various disciplines within a 
religious context. The second theme, 
holistic education, embodies the later 
period’s focus on comprehensive 
student development that transcends 
religious instruction. This shift 
impressively broadens the 
educational scope, aligning with 
global educational trends prioritizing 
multidimensional growth and 
integrating religious, intellectual, 
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and emotional facets to foster a more 
balanced educational experience. 

 
These philosophical shifts have 

significant implications for the 
development of Islamic education in 
Indonesia. The early emphasis on 
knowledge integration, particularly 
the enduring importance of religious 
scholarship, connects the audience to 
the traditional roots of Islamic 
education. In contrast, the later focus 
on character development suggests 
an adaptive response to the evolving 
needs of society, preparing students 
to confront a diverse array of 
challenges beyond religious contexts. 
This evolution reflects the broader 
modernization of Islamic education, 
situating it within contemporary 
pedagogical frameworks while 
preserving its spiritual foundations. 
Moreover, incorporating emotional 
and scientific dimensions into 
education enhances the relevance of 
Islamic schooling, ensuring its 
continued role in nurturing well-
rounded individuals who 
meaningfully contribute to society. 

 
Dialectical Transformations 

in Islamic Education: 
Negotiating Tradition and 
Modernity in Indonesia (1900–
2000) 

 
The historical development of Islamic 
education in Indonesia from 1900 to 

2000 reveals a continuous 
negotiation between traditional and 
modern educational paradigms 
profoundly influenced by significant 
socio-political transformations. This 
study posits that the evolution of 
Islamic education represents an 
active process of reconstructing 
religious and pedagogical traditions 
rather than a passive response to 
external pressures. The interplay 
between traditional madrasah and 
pesantren education, alongside 
contemporary educational models, 
exemplifies a dynamic process of 
selective adaptation rather than 
wholesale modernization.13 This 
historical perspective challenges 
conventional narratives that frame 
educational progress through a 
Western-centric lens, emphasizing 
the significant agency of local actors 
in shaping educational reforms.14 By 
contextualizing these developments 
within broader socio-political 
frameworks, this study contributes to 
a deeper understanding of how 
ideological and pedagogical shifts 

																																																													
13 Muh Hanif et al., “Pesantren Resistance to 
Indonesia’s National Curriculum to Defend Its 
Curriculum Model,” Revista de Gestão Social e 
Ambiental 18, no. 7 (April 9, 2024): e05473–
e05473; Teguh Budiharso, Syamsul Bakri, and 
Sujito Sujito, “Transformation of Education 
System of the Pesantren in Indonesia from the 
Dutch Colony to Democratic Era,” Journal of 
Social Studies Education Research 14, no. 4 
(December 22, 2023): 179–206. 
14 Julie A. Marsh and Priscilla Wohlstetter, 
“Recent Trends in Intergovernmental Relations - 
Julie A. Marsh, Priscilla Wohlstetter, 2013,” 
Educational Researcher 42, no. 5 (2013): 276–
283. 
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have influenced the trajectory of 
Islamic education in Indonesia. 
Central to this discussion is the 
argument that changes within 
Islamic education were not merely 
reactive but involved a conscious 
effort at reconstruction. Educational 
transformations in Indonesia 
originated from an internal discourse 
that sought to balance religious 
authenticity with the demands of 
modernity, a complex and profound 
issue.15 Incorporating secular 
subjects into Islamic curricula, 
formalizing educational institutions, 
and adapting state regulations, all 
reflect strategic choices made by 
Islamic scholars and educators.16 
These shifts originated not solely 
from external imposition but resulted 
from internal negotiations to 
preserve core religious values while 
embracing necessary reforms.17 This 

																																																													
15 Ahmad Bukhori Muslim et al., “Indonesian 
Pesantren-Affiliated Higher Education: 
Universal Islamic Values to Develop Locally 
Engaged but Globally Oriented Multilingual 
Graduates,” Research in Post-Compulsory 
Education (January 2, 2024), accessed April 8, 
2025, 
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/13
596748.2023.2285633; Mohamad Athoillah et 
al., “POLICIES AND PRACTICES 
RELIGIOUS MODERATION IN 
PESANTREN,” Jurnal Pendidikan Islam 10, no. 
2 (December 16, 2024): 387–396. 
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17 Muslich Shabir and Sulistiyono Susilo, 
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approach underscores the agency of 
Islamic educational institutions in 
shaping their trajectories rather than 
being passive recipients of change. 
Adapting madrasahs and pesantren 
to contemporary educational models 
is a prime example of a dialectical 
process in which tradition was 
selectively integrated with modern 
methodologies, showcasing the 
adaptability and resilience of Islamic 
education. Rather than viewing 
modernization as a linear process 
that wholly supplants old systems, 
Islamic education in Indonesia 
exemplifies a model of synthesis, 
wherein traditional teaching 
methods coexist with contemporary 
pedagogical approaches.18 The 
introduction of scientific subjects, the 
adoption of national curricula, and 
the implementation of standardized 
assessments in Islamic institutions 
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Mujaddidīn Bi Indūnīsiyā Fī Taṭwīr al-Tarbīyah 
al-Islāmīyah,” Studia Islamika 20, no. 2 (August 
31, 2013): 275–324. 
18 Ervan Nurtawab and Dedi Wahyudi, 
“Restructuring Traditional Islamic Education in 
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Studia Islamika 29, no. 1 (June 22, 2022): 55–81; 
Tamin Ritonga et al., “PRACTICE TO 
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Reviews” (n.d.), accessed April 8, 2025, 
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did not result in the erasure of 
classical religious instruction; 
instead, they fostered the 
development of hybrid educational 
structures.19 This hybridization 
enabled Islamic education to remain 
relevant while preserving its 
foundational religious character.20 
Consequently, the evolution of 
Islamic education in Indonesia can be 
viewed as a negotiated process in 
which modernity is embraced 
without discarding tradition. 
This perspective carries significant 
implications, particularly in 
challenging the prevailing narrative 
of Western educational superiority. 
The assumption that modernization 
equates to Westernization overlooks 
the unique responses that Islamic 
education in Indonesia generated in 
response to socio-political changes.21 
Rather than merely replicating 
Western educational models, Islamic 
institutions developed their 
approaches by selectively 
incorporating elements of modern 
education while maintaining their 

																																																													
19 Fahimah Ulfat, “Empirical Research: 
Challenges and Impulses for Islamic Religious 
Education,” British Journal of Religious 
Education 42, no. 4 (October 1, 2020): 415–423. 
20 Ismail Marzuki and Zulfiati Syahrial 
Rusmono, “How to Develop Blended Learning 
Educational Evaluation Courses Islamic 
Religious Education Study Program,” Universal 
Journal of Educational Research 8, no. 3A 
(March 2020): 24–34. 
21 Srimulyani, “Islamic Schooling in Aceh.” 

distinct religious identity.22 This 
finding contests the notion that 
Islamic education is inherently 
resistant to change or inferior to 
Western paradigms.23 Instead, it 
suggests that educational 
development is context-specific and 
driven by local epistemologies: the 
ways of knowing, understanding, and 
priorities. 
By applying a historical framework 
to the evolution of Islamic education, 
this study offers new insights into the 
complex interplay between tradition, 
modernity, and educational reform. 
The findings demonstrate that the 
trajectory of Islamic education in 
Indonesia has been shaped by 
broader socio-political forces that 
influenced how educational 
institutions redefined their roles and 
curricula.24 This challenges simplistic 
dichotomies that frame tradition and 
modernity as opposing forces, 
highlighting their interdependence in 
influencing educational 
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accessed April 8, 2025, 
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development.25 This research 
enriches academic discourse on 
educational evolution by presenting 
an alternative perspective that 
situates Islamic education within a 
broader historical and ideological 
context. Through this analysis, it 
becomes evident that Islamic 
education in Indonesia has 
undergone a process of 
reinterpretation rather than mere 
modernization, illustrating the 
nuanced and adaptive nature of 
educational transformation. 

 
Conclusion 
The historical evolution of Islamic 
education in Indonesia from 1900 to 
2000 reveals a persistent negotiation 
between tradition and modernity, 
significantly shaped by socio-political 
transformations and ideological 
influences. The emergence of 
madrasahs alongside the 
modernization of pesantren 
exemplifies a deliberate effort to 
integrate religious and secular 
education while preserving Islamic 
pedagogical traditions. Throughout 
the 20th century, the Indonesian 
government systematically 
institutionalized Islamic education, 
adapting curricula to align with 
national standards while 
accommodating the ideological 
																																																													
25 Suyatno Suyatno et al., “Progressive Islamic 
Education: Bridging the Gap of Islam, 
Indonesianness, and Modernity,” The Qualitative 
Report (2022), accessed April 8, 2025, 
https://nsuworks.nova.edu/tqr/vol27/iss1/16/. 

diversity prevalent among various 
Islamic organizations. This 
continuous adaptation of educational 
structures, methodologies, and 
curricula reflects an active and 
dynamic process rather than a 
passive acceptance of external 
educational models. Such an 
evolution underscores the resilience 
of Islamic education in responding to 
broader societal shifts, positioning it 
as a critical component of Indonesia’s 
educational and cultural identity. 
The study's findings provide a 
nuanced understanding of Islamic 
education's development and its 
implications for contemporary 
discussions, thereby enriching the 
academic discourse on this topic.  
From a historiographical and 
methodological perspective, this 
study challenges conventional 
narratives that characterize Islamic 
education as either resistant to 
modernization or entirely 
subordinate to Western influences. 
Instead, it presents Islamic education 
as a dialectical process, a lively 
interaction where tradition and 
modernity engage in a mutually 
transformative manner. Employing a 
historical approach, this research 
contributes to the growing 
scholarship that recognizes Islamic 
education as an evolving institution 
shaped by local agencies rather than 
imposed by external forces. 
Furthermore, the study offers a 
nuanced understanding of how 
ideological and pedagogical changes 
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have been influenced by broader 
socio-political forces, thus providing a 
more complex and context-sensitive 
analysis of Indonesia’s Islamic 
educational landscape. This 
methodological contribution 
enhances historical perspectives on 
Islamic education and informs 
contemporary discussions 
surrounding educational reform in 
Muslim societies. 
Despite its contributions, this study 
acknowledges certain limitations. It 
emphasizes the need for more 
comprehensive analyses of specific 
case studies that illustrate the 
diverse trajectories of Islamic 
educational institutions across 

different regions in Indonesia. 
Moreover, further research is 
warranted to examine the long-term 
impacts of digitalization and 
globalization on Islamic education in 
the 21st century. Future studies 
should explore the intersection of 
technology, ideology, and pedagogy 
within Islamic schools, particularly 
concerning contemporary debates 
regarding religious authority and 
educational reform. By addressing 
these gaps, scholars can further 
illuminate Islamic education's 
complex and evolving nature in 
Indonesia, ensuring that its historical 
and contemporary developments 
remain critically examined within 
academic discourse. 
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